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Important Information:  Unless noted, any edition will do.  All books must be either 
new or gently used with no annotations but your own. Before reading any work of 
fiction, please read biographical information about the author, and be 
prepared to make specific connections to the work assigned. 
 
THE LORDS OF DISCIPLINE:  A NOVEL (Pat Conroy) 
Contemporary, Regional, historical novel/social commentary 
This long summer read captures the context of life in the elite environments of a revered 
1960’s military college and Charleston proper.  Internal monologue juxtaposes with 
graphic dialogue in this coming-of-age story.  The novel allows students to become 
familiar with an author’s use of language to develop tone and meaning, the road map of 
literary analysis.   
 
ETHAN FROME (Edith Wharton) 
Early 20th century novel, Regional, social commentary 
Ethan Frome lives within a harsh environment—outside of his humble abode and within 
his marriage.  Or does he?  Told through the voice of a narrator who is visiting 
Starkfield, Massachusetts, readers’ moral judgments are challenged as they learn of 
documented facts about Ethan’s life and dramatic perceptions based on the point of 
view of the story teller himself, who lends an aura of the supernatural to this haunting 
tale of misery, love, and despair.  
 
DEATH OF A SALESMAN (Arthur Miller) 
Modern drama/tragedy/social commentary:  Pulitzer Prize for Drama, 1949  
One of drama’s best-known protagonists, Willy Loman evokes both empathy and disgust 
from the audience/reader as his delusions fight to overpower the reality of a 20th 
century world that has rejected him.   
 
THE TRAGEDY OF HAMLET (William Shakespeare) 
Elizabethan drama (revenge tragedy; sometimes termed tragic-comic) 
Writer of tragedy, history, comedy, and poetry, Will Shakespeare reveals his mastery of 
language and the human psyche in this complex tragedy, where a young prince is 
ordered by the ghost of his murdered father to avenge him.  You could classify this 
tragedy with existential overtones as a Renaissance coming of age story.  Sparknotes 
No Fear Shakespeare 2003 Spark Publishing.  ISBN:  1-58663-844-0, 337 
pages (cover design:  turquoise, black, white, and gold, with a black-
shrouded character holding a white sword) 
 
THE KITE RUNNER (Khaled Housseni)  
Contemporary, Regional, historical novel 
This riveting tale told by the protagonist through flashbacks of his youth in Afghanistan 
and later in America explores the thematic topics of guilt, shame, redemption, and 
forgiveness.   


